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Legal Timed Writing 1
The purpose for writing a will is to avoid litigation when the personal property of a deceased person is disposed after his or her death. Special wording is not required to legalize the will, but laws of the state laws require that certain formalities should be followed to execute the will. The will must be signed by the person in the presence of the testator or testatrix and the number of witnesses that are required. Each signature must appear on the same page.

A properly executed will can be changed only by making an addition to the will called a codicil or by drawing up a new will and destroying the old one. A will may have more than one codicil, but each codicil must be written and executed with the just the same formality as the original will. The codicil is then placed in a separate envelope and is not attached to the will.

Scrupulous care in preparing, typing, and executing a will can help ensure the validity of a will. Any alteration may invalidate a will. Each page of a will must be numbered consecutively, and each page may end with a hyphenated word to protect against the fraudulent insertion of pages. The signatures of the testator or testatrix and the required witnesses must immediately follow the last paragraph of a will and may not appear on a separate page. Upon the death of the testator or the testatrix, the designated executor or executrix must apply to the court for authority to administer the estate. The witnesses prove that the will is authentic.

Legal Timed Writing 2
The intent of a civil suit is to pay an injured party for a loss. The civil suit commences with the serving of a summons and a complaint on the defendant. In a civil suit, the complaint is the first of many required legal papers. These papers, in which the facts of the case are presented, are called pleadings. Pleadings must be set up to conform exactly to the specific guidelines of state statutes and of individual jurisdictions.

The original copy of each pleading is filed in court. Each pleading is organized by the court clerk for public reference. The defendant's attorney is also served a copy of each pleading.

The attorney for the defendant files an answer to the statements listed in the complaint. When a summons is served without a complaint, the defendant's attorney files a notice of appearance as the response. A counterclaim is a response that claims damages inflicted by the plaintiff on the defendant, and it may also be filed by the defense. The attorney for the plaintiff files a reply to deny the facts of the counterclaim. After the first pleading, the complaint is verified.

The legal proceedings that occur before, during, and after civil cases may include many variations. The party that requests a trial in court must serve a notice of trial on the opposing lawyer. A judge, or a judge and jury, will hear both parties and their witnesses in court, and the appropriate jurisdiction will be determined. Alternatively, some cases may be settled out of court.

Legal Timed Writing 3
Each state allows for the formation of a corporation according to state laws. A request to use the proposed name for the corporation is submitted to the appropriate state official. The corporation is granted an exclusive right to its name in the incorporating state and in those states in which the corporation plans to transact business.

After the name of the corporation has been approved, an attorney prepares a certificate of incorporation for the corporation. In some states, this document is referenced as the articles of incorporation, the charter, or the articles of association. This fundamental document of incorporation includes the name of the new corporation, the nature and purpose of its business, the county where the main office is located, and the value of the capital investments. It also gives information such as the names, addresses, and stock holdings of the incorporators and directors.

The corporation's attorney will provide the necessary information for completing the document for incorporation. In some cases, a corporation's secretary may just type the document on legal cap after receiving the information. The state laws will vary with regard to the amount of fees for filing and recording the document, the number of copies of the document that are filed, and the amount of organization and franchise taxes the corporation must pay. An attorney who specializes in corporate law is essential for handling many of the complex details for the corporation.

Legal Timed Writing 4
A significant increase in the number of divorces has affected how divorces are granted. In some states, laws have been adopted in which no fault for the divorce is filed by either party. The court may recognize a mutual agreement by both parties to end the marriage because of irreconcilable differences.

The party who asks for the divorce must meet certain residency requirements in the state in which he or she is seeking relief. In addition, the party must have statutory grounds for the action. The legal grounds for divorce vary according to state laws. The statutory grounds may include adultery, cruel and inhuman treatment, habitual alcohol or drug use, insanity, abandonment, or imprisonment.

Depending on the state law, the actual procedure for divorce or dissolution of a marriage may vary. The process for civil litigation is followed, beginning with serving a summons and complaint on the defendant. The law firm often hires a process server to personally serve the summons on the defendant. A memorandum of a separation agreement or a complaint is filed with the clerk of the court. An index number that is used on all subsequent papers in the case is assigned by court clerk.

In an uncontested divorce, the defendant will fail to answer the complaint. The attorney for the plaintiff may apply for a judgment by default. In a contested divorce, civil actions continue with depositions, motions, written interrogatories, stipulations between attorneys, and a trial in court.

Legal Timed Writing 5
Civil lawsuits that involve claims for property damage and personal injury as a result of auto accidents require processing a significant amount of paperwork. Reports from the police and physicians, photographs from the accident scene, and statements from the parties involved in the accident must be completed.

Victims of auto accidents often settle their claims against the defendant without going to court. The injured plaintiff and the defendant's insurance company agree to settle the claims for property damage and personal injury out of court. They realize that months or even years may pass before the case comes to trial.

Cases involving negligence and personal injury usually require expert legal advice. Attorneys representing clients in negligent driving cases must be knowledgeable about the provisions of automobile insurance with liability coverage. For example, a person with liability coverage is entitled to be defended in lawsuits brought against him or her as a result of negligent driving. The attorney is obligated to provide the best possible defense.

Representatives of insurance companies become involved in negligence and personal injury cases. They must consider the interests of their company and their insured customers. Experienced attorneys are careful to avoid any occurrences that may result in a judge declaring a mistrial. They will avoid mentioning the insurance company by name in court to ensure that a jury will not be biased against the company.
